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Region four - Longwarry 
Geographical and social context 
Geographical context  
Region four is a small area comprised of the comparatively mid-sized town of Longwarry and 
its regions as well as the area of Labertouche. The region is located on Melbourne’s eastern 
urban fringe, near the M1 highway, and has good car and train access to Melbourne. The 
region is also accessible to the Shire’s central towns of Drouin and Warragul by both car and 
public transport.  

Demographic snapshot 
This region has a combined population of 2,547. The age profile is comparatively younger 
than other regions, with 51 per cent aged between 0 and 34 years of age. It has experienced higher levels of migration, 
with 40 per cent of residents having moved into the region since the last census due to subdivision. The region has a 
comparatively high proportion of youth disengagement.  

All data presented in this section has been collated from the 2016 Census of Population and Housing unless stated 
otherwise. See appendices for a set of comparative data 

Existing level of provision 
Community spaces and places are well provided for in Longwarry with a primary school, community hall, community 
garden and a kindergarten. The rail line is likely to act as a barrier access to existing facilities with most facilities located 
on the south side of the rail line and limited pedestrian crossings over the rail line. The public hall appears to be well 
used and maintained by the community. Labertouche is serviced by the local Primary School and the Labertouche & 
District Community Centre.  

Policy review findings 
A review of Council’s policies and strategies identified the following important considerations for this region:  

• The Longwarry Senior Citizens Program was co-located at the Longwarry RSL Hall until recently. There 
may be scope for greater sharing / multi-use of facilities in Longwarry to enable greater integration of 
generations (Community Service Planning Framework, 2013). 

• Due to the expected continued growth for maternal and child health services there is potential for a new 
service to be in Longwarry (to be co-located with other children’s services) (Community Service 
Planning Framework, 2013). 

• Opportunities for increasing sharing and co-location of school and community facilities should be 
considered in the future, particularly in the towns and small towns of this region (Community Service 
Planning Framework, 2013). 

• A development has been proposed within an existing or new facility to incorporate a range of static, 
outreach and/or ‘virtual’ education, learning, library, seniors, health, disability, family services and 
recreation and leisure services in Longwarry (Community Service Planning Framework, 2013). 

• The Longwarry Urban Design Framework (2017) suggests the following improvements to the township 
of Longwarry, relevant to the provision of community spaces and places:  

- Upgrade and enhance the playground to the south of the rail reserve incorporating ‘nature play’ 
and environmental learning facilities. 

- In the longer term if the CFA relocates, consider establishing a skate park adjacent to the 
playground. 

- Integrate public amenity and rest stop facilities. 

- Establish a ‘bandicoot trail’ using techniques such as embedded or stencilled footprints from 
the tourist node to the Bandicoot Trail south of the town centre.  

• The Longwarry Urban Design Framework also identifies the area along First Street including the 
Longwarry Community Hall as an emerging community hub.  

• The Draft Municipal Early Years Infrastructure Plan (2018) identifies significant growth in kindergarten 
demand for Longwarry. The existing kindergarten, located at 4 Ford Place, currently operates four-days 



per week.  As part of the Victorian Government’s Regional Rail Revival program several upgrades have 
been identified for the Gippsland line. One of which includes a second platform at Longwarry.  

Community plan findings:  
A community plan was developed for Longwarry. The community plan was developed with the assistance of Council, 
however, delivering the plan’s projects are the responsibility of the community. The key findings from this plan are 
detailed below. 

• Longwarry Community Plan 2006 – 2011 

The vision of the plan was aimed at building a safe and sustainable future. Key projects included upgrading the 
community hall, offering more day care and youth services and improving the town noticeboards. 

Community engagement findings 
In Region four, ten community members participated in the engagement by completing the connecting communities 
survey either online or at one of the community pop-ups.  

 
Figure 1 Region four community engagement participants - age profile 

The suburbs and towns represented by the participants were: 

• Longwarry, six participants  

• Longwarry North, one participant  

• Labertouche, two participants 

• one participant did not provide the specific town or suburb they live in.  

Community connection 
The participants discussed the different ways they connect to their community, these included through organised groups, 
associations and sport clubs, attending community events, volunteering and through local schools.  

According to participants the challenges for community connection are: 

• individual barriers such as being time poor, limited access to transport and affordability of activities 

• lack of information about what is available  

• difficulty in involving the broader community in events  

• competing with Warragul and Drouin.  

Participants felt there are several opportunities for improving community connection, these included: 

• providing more diverse opportunities to connect such as through music and art 

• utilise community facilities and spaces more.  

Facilities and spaces  
There are a variety of facilities and spaces that are used by participants including: 
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• parks, open spaces and playgrounds such as Bellbird Park, located in Drouin, and Bennet Street 
Reserve. Bennet Street Reserve is valued by the community because of the market, dog training and 
public holiday events 

• community centres and halls such as the scout hall are used for meetings 

The participants also felt that other facilities and spaces valued by the broader community include: 

• sporting facilities, particularly the sport clubs and reserves 

• walking tracks  

• church delivered programs and services 

• McRae Street community garden 

Concern was raised that the increase in development would put pressure on the existing green spaces. It was also 
stated that while the community hall is valued, it is an expensive facility to use. 

According to participants the following services, programs and spaces could be improved or are missing: 

• Community facilities such as: 

- new or improved sporting facilities, with the suggestion of a new sporting ground and improved 
club rooms 

- a space for sports such as basketball and soccer 

- a skatepark in Longwarry 

• Access and use issues, such as: 

- the pedestrian connection along the highway and into town needs to be improved 

- provide a bus service to Warragul and Drouin for pensioners  

- improve telecommunication in the region  

- concern of impacts on amenity from the factory, including use of open space 

Information on hub and service provision  
The following suggestions were provided by participants to improve understanding of what is currently available: 

• a community noticeboard 

• increase the amount of advertising, for example a full page in the paper about what’s going on each 
week 

• online information  

• a community or neighbourhood house 

Community hub principles   
The participants believed that a community hub includes the following principles and elements: 

• It is community-driven, it should be informed by the community 

• It is inclusive, bringing all people in the community together 

• It is a meeting space or place where neighbours can get to know each other 

• It provides the community with access to information 

• It is integrated with service providers 

• It is supported by the Shire 

According to their responses, it should not be: 

• dominated by Council ideas 

• exclusive 



Recommendations 
Longwarry is experiencing significant migration into the region and is comparatively very young, with 51 per cent of the 
population aged between 0 and 39 years of age. Council policy acknowledges this age profile and focuses on increasing 
services for a younger population such as co-locating new maternal and child health services with other children’s 
services.  

Similarly, the Urban Design Framework prepared for Longwarry notes opportunities to increase provision of playgrounds 
in the area. Participants in the community engagement did not directly address the need for more early years services, 
however, they did comment on population growth putting pressure on existing public infrastructure such as green space. 
Community engagement findings also show residents have a variety of public spaces and places to use and visit but 
have poor connections between these spaces and there is a lack of a precinct feel.  

Accordingly, the recommendations for this region include:  

• Improve access and connectivity between existing spaces and places in Longwarry. There are 
several existing community spaces located nearby that could form a community precinct with 
improvements to the public realm, such as between the primary school, kindergarten, community hall, 
community garden, and church.  

• Improve multi-use functionality of existing, well-cared for spaces such as the Labertouche & District 
Community Centre.  

• Consider opportunities to improve connectivity over the rail line which was identified as a barrier for 
this community. 

• Bennett Street Reserve, which is highly valued by the community, was identified in the Urban Design 
Framework as having potential to improve recreation opportunities. This option may be impacted by the 
additional platform plans for Longwarry Station. Consultation with VicTrack is recommended.   

• Improve connection to the Bandicoot Track.   
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